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December 3, 2006
The Disciples’ Prayer III
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
Matt 6:10 “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.”
A kingdom is some region over which some king reigns.  It is hard for us to imagine living in a region where there is a king who has absolute authority over us.  There are regions in the world now that are ruled by a personal king and where disobedience to that king brings swift retribution.  We Americans do not like to think of living under the rule of a king.  We are the descendents of people who cast off kings and declared themselves independent of any such system.  We strongly resist letting anyone have any authority over our actions and we even resist thinking that we have a boss at our place of employment.  Because of our general background it is difficult for us to accept Jesus as our King and to live under His absolute authority.  But that type of living is exactly what is demanded for our being a child of God.  In the following verse, God is not saying that He needs our ideas and concepts.  He is saying that we must sit at His feet and learn from Him as He works in our lives to continuously develop us as His children.
Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason together," Says the Lord, "Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool.”

God is omnipresent and has always existed so wherever He chooses is where His kingdom exists.  The kingdom of God has three time domains:  

Past: The kingdom of God has always existed because He has always existed.  We cannot comprehend an existence without time and space as we know it but God has always existed in such a “place” and He ruled there so His kingdom existed before He created the universe as we know it.  His kingdom also existed in the past when He created time and the physical universe in which lived everything that He created.  His kingdom existed when He placed Adam and Eve in the Garden and they obeyed Him as their King.  But the Kingdom changed when Adam and Eve disobeyed God thus revealing that He was not King in their hearts.  

Present: The kingdom of God came when King Jesus came and it still continues to exist over 2000 years after His leaving of the earth in a physical form.  He is still King.  
Future: The kingdom will come in its fullest on earth when He comes again to rule forever in an essence in which we can interact with all of our senses.  
In this prayer we are asking God to help us live here under His absolute rule.  We are asking God to help us obey Him absolutely just as He is obeyed in heaven.  The prayer is not just a general request but a specific one for our life.  It is also in obedience to the command of Jesus:  
Matt 6:33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.”
We are to submit to His will and to seek His reign in all areas of our lives.  

Rom 12:1 “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”
A sacrifice is to be used up and that is what we are to do here and now.  We are to give our all to the further development of His kingdom on earth.  A sports participant is to know when he leaves the game that he has given his all to help the team win and that he has not held back at all.  When our time here is up we should also be known to say that wherever we are and whatever we do, we have given our all for the kingdom of God.  We long to hear:  “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

Whatever you are doing this week, give your all for the kingdom of God.
